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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

Saturday  4th July  

Saturday  25th July 

Wednesday 15th July 

Wednesday 5th August 

 

Please continue to check email regularly for any amendments and ad-hoc meetings. 
 

EVENTS 

Wisborough Green Honey Show  -  Bank Holiday Monday,  31st August.  

        See pages 11 & 12 of this newsletter. 

Parham Show  -  26th & 27th September.  

 

 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

JULY 2015 

Timings for Saturday meetings: 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

Meeting ‘proper’ starts at 2.00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday meetings start promptly at 6.00pm! 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 
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There has recently been committee discussion about the teaching at the 

apiary, where it was felt there wasn't enough practical tuition on vari-

ous techniques.  This has been a problem since the apiary was started 

around 50 years ago.  Over the years we have tried various ways of try-

ing to achieve this, but apart from a technique with one stage that can 

be shown on one day, this is quite difficult to set up.  In beekeeping, 

many things have to be done at certain times as the bees won't wait un-

til the next meeting.  That means someone going to the apiary to cut out 

queen cells, move a colony or release a queen.  Take a simple thing like 

uniting two colonies that are 50 feet apart.  Who is going to go there every day to move them both 

3 feet?  In that example the simple thing is to move them offsite for 3 weeks, then put them side by 

side. 

 

We are going to try much harder, but any tuition must be done in conjunction with information 

that is displayed elsewhere.  To help start things off we have recently demonstrated at a meeting a 

simple way of splitting a colony into three, but keeping all of them in the same apiary.  At the fol-

lowing meeting we showed what had happened 11 days later. 

 

I have used this method for many years, but you won't find it in a book, although I will get it on 

Dave Cushman's website when time allows.  It has been done at Dounhurst at least 4 times this 

year.  In an attempt to make it easier to understand I describe it in stages below.  I have done some 

drawings of the various stages.  I hope it doesn't make it difficult for Caroline in PDF conversion. 

 

You need:-  

 

 A full colony.  This could be in almost any condition - preparing to swarm, queenright or 

recently queenless, but it needs sealed brood. 

 

 Two nuc boxes or full hives. 

 

 Spare brood combs or foundation.  I prefer the former, which is why I have them drawn out 

as supers.  The nucs created build up much quicker. 

 

 Two queens or Q/Cs.  If you don't have queens we often have spares at the apiary. 

 

For simplicity I will describe the operation as if the colony is queenright, but without Q/Cs and   

Q/Cs going into the two nucs.  There are many options but I will cause confusion by describing 

them all.  By using a bit of imagination and your own knowledge of how the bees are going to re-

act you can find more. 

 

It doesn't matter when it is done during the day, but it is better if there are still 2-3 hours of good 

flying weather left, otherwise there could be imbalance when bees fly the following day. 

 

This is not quite what I call a "2 frame nuc", but there is relevant information on http://www.dave-

cushman.net/bee/twoframenuc.html . 

 

Nell and friend 

file:///C:/Users/Caroline/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1FGQ0R8H/PIP%2007%2015.doc#_Hlk423477037	1,2611,2660,0,,http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/
file:///C:/Users/Caroline/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1FGQ0R8H/PIP%2007%2015.doc#_Hlk423477037	1,2611,2660,0,,http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/
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I will call the original colony "A" and the two nucs "B" and "C". 

 

Stage 1.  

 

Move colony "A" to one side.  This needs to be 10 feet or more away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2. 

 

Place 2 empty nuc boxes (or full hives) at the site of the original hive.  I prefer slightly in front, but 

it doesn't matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 3. 

 

Give each nuc "B" and "C" one frame of largely sealed brood and adhering bees and one frame of 

stores.  The latter can come from another colony, but without bees.  Add comb or foundation.  Nuc 

boxes MUST be filled, otherwise if there is a nectar flow any space will quickly be filled with wild 

comb.   

 

The queen stays with "A" and make sure it has enough stores as they will lose flying bees. 

 

Stage 4.  Observation  

 

Returning bees will come back to the original site, but are unable to find it.  They will go into the 

closest nuc and the one which is fanning the most (say, "B").  This will cause imbalance.  If you 

see this happening, then move the one ("B") that bees are attracted to the most sideways a few feet 

A 

B C 
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for a few minutes, so returning bees are diverted to "C".  When "B" and "C" are fanning equally, 

move "B" back.   

 

I often find less trouble if "B" and "C" are made up before moving "A", perhaps because both are 

fanning equally. 

 

Stage 5. 

 

Give "B" and "C" a Q/C each.  If within about 4 hours I would protect it, otherwise as it is.  Protect 

if you wish anyway. 

 

Stage 6. 

 

3 days later do a quick inspection to see if the queen has emerged.  You may have to remove emer-

gency cells.  Look for the virgin queen if she has emerged to check her wings are complete.  Leave 

alone for 14 days, and then look for eggs.  "B" and "C" can be moved a little at a time for a few 

days, but not when the queen is likely to be on a mating flight. 

 

 

It is helpful to keep an eye open for the first few hours.  The main thing to go wrong is the imbal-

ance of bees in "B" and "C".  The quicker you can adjust it the better and if there is equal activity 

at the entrances within 10-15 minutes it usually works well. 

 

The original colony "A" has only lost a couple of frames of brood and the flying bees.  If the op-

eration is done early in the season it will build up again and can be supered. 

 

The two nucs "B" and "C" will need careful watching.  The boxes are usually quite full of bees.  

When the queens start laying they can have 4 combs to lay in quite quickly.  This means a massive 

increase in worker population within 5-6 weeks. 

 

 

Colony aggression.  
 

Some time ago there was a problem locally with bad tempered bees, where previously they were 

very docile.  This is likely to have been caused by someone selling many Australian and New Zea-

land "Italian" queens.  Colonies headed by them are very soft and docile, so are those of their 

daughters, but colonies headed by their granddaughters can be very aggressive.  This is what is 

known as "F2 aggression".  I am not a geneticist, but I have been told there is a 1 in 4 chance of 

this happening.  In my time I have walked away from a colony about a dozen times because they 

were too vicious to handle.  Three of them were on one day, all known to be second generation 

crosses. 

 

It is well known that when bees and queens are imported into an area the local bees can turn bad 

tempered.  This is a common theme wherever I go.  I was recently in Ireland inspecting colonies in 

two locations 50-60 miles apart.  I received over 50 stings in one day in one location where there 

were several beekeepers who import "Buckfasts", yet I only received one sting in 2 days at the 

other location where the bees were not thought to be under the influence of imports.  

 

Following the previous problems we worked very hard to cull queens of bad tempered colonies 

and raise queens from our better stocks.  For some time we have had few problems, but in the last 

couple of years I have noticed a degeneration in temper, including at the teaching apiary, which I 

find disappointing.  I know some of our members are also experiencing problems. 
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Apart from possible aggression, there are other reasons for not using imported bees or queens, in-

cluding the possibility of pests and diseases and their unsuitability to our climate. 

 

I continually advise members not to buy bees and queens, especially from dealers as it is highly 

likely you will get imports.  Of course they will tell you they have no problems with them, but 

don't forget they are selling them! 

 

We have decided to have a notice on each newsletter to remind members. 

 

If anyone wishes to discuss this with me, or needs a queen or bees, I am happy to speak to them. 

 

 

Queen Marking Pens. 
 

On eBay there are Posca marking pens that we use for marking queens.  They are around £2.25 inc 

p&p, instead of the £4.50ish the appliance dealers charge.  One seller offers 20% discount for 3 

pens.  There is an opportunity for someone there!  What you need is type PC-5M.  There are 32 

colours in the range! 

 

 

Roger 
 

 

At the meeting on 23rd May, Roger announced that the apiary stock of smoker fuel is getting low 

and replenishments are required. 

 

If you can spare any suitable smoker fuel, such as hay or dry long grass, and 

touchwood, please bring it along to the next apiary meeting. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

We have the following offer of a home for bees.  If you are interested, please contact Sue Elliott for 

further details. 

 

The location is at Ambersham, between Petworth and Midhurst half a mile south of the A272.  

There is half an acre of gardens with big open fields on both sides.  Lots of bramble with blossom 

as well as wildflowers, fruit trees, vegetable patches etc.  There is a studio for garden gear which 

could be used for storage if necessary.  There are no problems with access.   
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John Murray is looking for a beekeeper to take on three hives.  John will be very pleased to hear 

from any interested beekeepers! 

 

I would like to find someone to take on the upkeep of hives at Fittleworth.  I have been looking 

after them since 2009 but no longer have the time. 

 

There are three hives in a walled garden/orchard easily accessible.  The main crop is rape honey, 

as considerable acreage is grown - yield 100/120 lbs, and a further crop of honey in the autumn.  I 

charge an attendance fee for each visit, plus extraction and bottling expenses and varroa treatment/

oxalic acid expenses. 

 

All three hives are complete with 6 supers, which I purchased on behalf of the owner when I took 

over.  They had not been looked at for a number of years.  Previously George Wakeford had at-

tended the hives from about 1935! 

 

I am happy to show people the site etc. and hope to find someone to take over in the autumn of this 

year. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

John. 

j_g_murray@talktalk.net 

 

 

The June edition of BBKA News car-

ried our BBKA membership cards.  It is 

so easy to throw them away not realis-

ing what they are. 

 

Please make sure you sign yours and 

keep it safe. 

 

mailto:j_g_murray@talktalk.net
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A review of 2015 Cranleigh Show. 

 

We had a good day at Cranleigh on Sunday 21st June.  

Eleven of our members gave up Father's Day to share our 

passion for beekeeping with the public.  The position of 

our stand was not as good as it had been previously; stuck 

between the goats and the grannies (Women's Institute).  

However, our next door neighbours never showed up, so 

we expanded somewhat!  Lots of honey was sold and the 

Readys set up shop with their produce.  We managed to speak with lots of people about bees; 

some old, some young, complete beginners and some that knew it all! 

 

The weather was kind to us, and we did a split shift so everyone had the 

opportunity to see the show.  Lots of people showed interest in our Begin-

ners Day, so we are hoping for a flurry of bookings.  It is good fun exhibit-

ing at the shows; we put up our gazebo, use 

the new display boards for photos and notices, 

show people through a virtual hive and, most 

popular of all, let people try to find the queen 

in the observation hives.   

 

As you can see it is extremely hard work; 

even Roger and Nell needed a lie down! 

 

Maggie 
 
 

Dad took me to another beekeeping event.  This time is was outside so I didn’t have to open any 

doors.  It was called The Cranleigh Show.  I’m not sure what a ‘Cranleigh’ is, but we were near 

some goats and some strange dancing sheep that performed with an Australian man.  I thought he 

should have a sheep dog to keep them under control. 

 

Dad took the morning beekeepers to breakfast.  We were so full after-

wards we had to have a lie down on the grass.  The beekeepers had lots 

of visitors, some were more interested in me than the bees.  I wasn’t too 

sure about some of the people, but generally 

they were very friendly.  I tried to get them to 

read the information on the board.  It was very 

tiring and I had to have another lie down. 

 

Luckily there were biscuits behind the gazebo so I didn’t go hungry. 

 

I think the beekeepers did a very good job, I might go again next year. 

 

Nell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You put your right arm in.... 

 

Those bacon butties were good..... 
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

The saga of the ‘Byworth queens’ continues. 

 

As the last newsletter was published I had three full colonies plus two nucs created as part of my 

swarm prevention methods.   

 

Of the three colonies, ‘Buttercup’ had a new queen, which I had found walking on top of the 

crown board during an inspection on 15th May, and ran her back into the hive via the entrance.  I 

had cut out all the queen cells I had seen.  The following day the queen went out on a flight and I 

witnessed the bees returning to the hive.  All I had to do was wait and check when the queen 

started laying.  Up until this point the colony had been running on ‘brood and a half’. 

 

The biggest colony, ‘Cowslip’, operating on ‘brood and a half and a half’ plus two supers, had 

been left with three virgin queens on 16th May.  Again it was a case of waiting and then checking 

for a laying queen. 

 

The third colony, ‘Sweet pea’ had been checked for sealed queen cells on 23rd May, with one cell 

left to emerge.  This hive operates on a single brood box.  Again, it was a case of waiting for the 

cell to emerge and the queen to start laying.  

 

To use a phrase from a certain TV advert, ‘Simples’.  So what has happened since? 

 

Everything was quiet until Thursday 4th June.  Mary telephoned to say there was a swarm in the 

apple tree in her garden, adjacent to my hives.  It had been there sometime so she was sure it was 

not a mating swarm (she’s getting used to those).  This apple tree is a particular favourite of 

swarms.  I was confident they were not my bees; the only possibility would be a cast from ‘Sweet 

pea’, but I was positive only one sealed cell had been left. 

 

I arrived at 7pm to find the bees on the trunk of the tree approximately six 

feet up.  I had a quick look at the swarm before doing anything.  They were 

very calm with only a few bees in the air.  They were entwined around the 

base of two small off-shoots.  If they had been hanging from a branch it 

would have been possible to shake them off, but these would need to be 

brushed off the trunk.  Because of the off-shoots it was only possible to get 

a small percentage of the bees with each stroke of the brush.  I shook the 

first lot of bees into a waiting poly nuc, quickly followed by the next lot, 

hoping that I had got the queen amongst them.  I stood back and watched 

for a moment.  There were bees on the edge of the poly nuc and they were 

fanning, indicating the queen was inside.  I continued to brush the bees into 

my box and shook the third lot onto a piece of board in front of the poly nuc.  Once again I stood 

back for a moment to watch.  The bees on the board immediately started to walk into the poly nuc.  

Yes, the queen was definitely inside.  A few puffs of smoke on the bees that remained on the tree 

to disperse them and the job was done.  By 9:30pm all the bees had gone into their new home and 

there wasn’t a single bee to be seen on or near the apple tree.  Success!  It rained during the night 

so I suspect they were pleased to be inside the nuc box.  The big question now was where did the 

swarm come from?  
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I checked the swarm on the Sunday.  The bees had been busy building comb and there was a patch 

of eggs.  A laying queen, so definitely not from my colonies.  The bees are very calm and fairly 

dark.  I marked the queen.  For the time being they will remain under the apple tree until they have 

been checked for disease and I decide what to do with them.  They may well originate from one of 

the feral colonies known to exist in Byworth.  Having confirmed the swarm was not a cast due to a 

missed queen cell in ‘Sweet pea’, I decided there was no rush to inspect that hive and concentrated 

on the others. 

 

The same day I inspected ‘Buttercup’, with the prime reason of checking to see if the new queen 

had come into lay, which was the case.  Up until this point the colony had been operating on 

‘brood and a half’; as the queen was seen in the brood chamber I placed the excluder immediately 

above the brood nest, so the ‘half brood’ became a super.  I left the new queen to get on with 

things and next looked at this colony 12 days later, on 19th June.  I had not yet extracted any 

honey and so wanted to go through all the supers in the apiary to see how many frames were suit-

able for extraction.  I checked the top super, and then started to lift the frames in the bottom super, 

which had been the ‘half brood’.  Fourth frame in and I was surprised to see a queen.  This was not 

the queen I had seen on previous inspections.  She was smaller and a different colour.  The other 

bees weren’t really taking any notice of her, not the usual behaviour when there’s a queen on a 

frame.  I was going to put her into a waiting nuc box while I went through the remainder of the 

colony.  Then I decided I would be clever and put her in a queen cage instead.  Bad idea.  As I was 

chasing her across the frame she flew off.  It’s a lovely sight seeing a queen in flight!  Now what?  

The queen was circling, so I moved away and watched, leaving the super open exactly as it was.  

The queen landed on a leaf.  I moved closer to confirm my eyes were not deceiving me; yep there 

she was, as she took flight again.  I kept my eye on her and she landed on another leaf.  Then she 

was in the air again and I lost track of her.  Had she gone back into the super?  I waited a few min-

utes longer and then decided to continue with the inspection.  The odds of spotting this queen after 

all that excitement were pretty low; so I placed a spare crown board on the super and carefully put 

it to one side.  I wanted to confirm the ‘proper’ queen was in the brood chamber.  As is often the 

case, if you want to find a queen they make it difficult for you and I had to go through the brood 

frames twice, but she was there.  I put the hive back together and made a note to check carefully 

for a second queen above the excluder at the next inspection.  I remind myself ‘beekeeping is 

fun’ ......... 

 

The next inspection of ‘Buttercup’ was eight days later, on Saturday 27th June.  The top super had 

been extracted and placed back on the hive the previous weekend.  The bees had tidied up the 

combs following extraction and were filling them with fresh nectar.  I checked carefully for any 

sign of the mystery queen or eggs.  Nothing.  I then began to check the bottom super which, as I 

mentioned before, was originally the ‘half brood’.  Two frames in, no sign of either queen or eggs.  

Third frame, there’s a small patch of eggs.  Blimey, this must mean she did fly back into the open 

super and I missed it.  Fourth frame also has some eggs.  Then I see her.  Bigger than she was, and 

running around like a little amber traffic light.  The decision as to what to do with her was easily 

made.  The original ‘proper’ queen was tried and tested and laying well in the brood chamber.  

This mystery queen was an unknown quantity as unless she had gone through the excluder, out of 

the hive, mated, and returned back through the excluder, she would be a drone layer.  Into the 

queen cage she went.  I double-checked the top super and there were definitely no eggs there, 

thank goodness.  The queen cage was quickly popped into Mary’s freezer, as I prefer this method 

of dispatching queens.  ‘Roger would have dispatched her on colour alone’ I thought. 

 

The question now is how will the bees react?  Will they be bothered that their amber coloured 

queen has disappeared, getting on with their daily chores knowing there is a laying queen in the 

brood chamber; or will they build emergency cells in the super?  I will keep you updated. 
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Finding the mystery queen was not the only excitement in the apiary on 

27th June.  Before I began inspecting my hives there was a second swarm 

in the apple tree to deal with.  This one was a lot higher in the tree and rein-

forcements were required.  Yep, I called Tom and Gordon!  It wasn’t long 

before the swarm, which all three of us thought was fairly large, was in a 

nuc box.  There did seem to be a lot of bees.  The possibility that they came 

from one of my hives didn’t come into it, as it appeared too large to come 

from the nucs and there had been no queen cells in the full colonies (which 

all had new laying queens).  I already have plenty of colonies, plus the pre-

vious swarm, and so Tom collected this swarm early on Sunday morning. 

 

During my visit to the apiary later on Sunday, I check one of 

the nucs created as swarm control.  This had outgrown the 

polynuc and was transferred to a full brood box with five 

additional frames of foundation on 12th June.  Due to every-

thing else going on in the apiary, I had not adhered to the 

usual seven day inspections with this colony and it was over

-due a look.  I thought it was going to be a quick check to 

see how they had progressed drawing-out the foundation.  

But four frames in and there was a sealed queen cell.  

Bother!  Next frame and there are a few unsealed cells.  

Double-checked for the queen but alas she had gone.  I should have known better and kept to my 

usual schedule of inspecting every seven days.  You will recall that I choose not to clip my queens 

(and have only recently routinely marked them).  For me one swarm from my apiary is one too 

many.  I didn’t contact Tom and Gordon as I honestly thought the swarm yesterday was too large 

to have come from this colony as there were still plenty of bees. 

 

Monday and I get a message from Tom; what colour do I mark my queens as the swarm is not as 

large as we thought and has a laying queen.  Blue is the correct answer.  Ah, I confess!  As already 

mentioned, I have more than enough bees so we come to an agreement; Tom and Gordon can 

make use of the swarm and will keep it.  I had intended to cull the queen as part of my efforts to 

reduce colonies in the apiary by uniting, so am more than happy with this arrangement.  I remind 

myself ‘beekeeping is fun’ ......... 

 

What of the other colonies in the apiary?  ‘Cowslip’ had three virgin queens on 16th May, and was 

checked for a laying queen on 7th June.  I didn’t see the queen but there were eggs in the top ‘half 

brood’ box.  It looked like she had chosen to lay from the top down.  During the inspection this 

Sunday, 28th June, the queen was found in the brood chamber and I was finally able to place the 

excluder immediately above the brood nest; so the two ‘half brood’ boxes became supers.  At last I 

will be able to get rid of ‘brood and a half and a half’, it’s a real pain and not something I would 

recommend you try as it makes inspections incredibly hard work.  This colony will require particu-

larly close monitoring as it is very active and very full. 

 

I also inspected ‘Sweet pea’ on Sunday.  This queen had taken a while to come into lay but now 

has brood on seven frames.  The queen is dark and as with the original queen of this colony, the 

bees are very calm.  I do not think I will be culling this new queen. 

 

Not wanting to be caught out again, I had a quick look at the remaining nuc and the swarm this 

evening, Tuesday 30th June, to check for queen cells.  The bees have expanded rapidly in the past 

few days and prompt action is required.  I will make-up additional brood frames in my lunch hour 

tomorrow and attend the apiary after work tomorrow evening.  A beekeeper’s work is never done.  

So a word of wisdom to those new beekeepers among us who are eager to increase their number 

 

 

Who is this renowned swarm catcher? 
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of colonies; remember that for every hive you have, you should have a spare hive, including supers 

(do you have enough storage space and cash?); every colony will need inspecting at the appropri-

ate interval and this may or may not be on the same day, depending on the stage of each individual 

colony; two colonies can rapidly become four or more, and four can become nine just as quickly.  

Despite your best endeavours it can be difficult to control an increase in numbers.  It always seems 

easier to ‘make increase’, than it is to make a reduction in the number of colonies.  Ask yourself 

why you are keeping bees, is it to produce as much honey as possible or to enjoy the hobby?  If 

you still want to increase, then draw up a plan so you know what you are going to do and don’t get 

caught out needing equipment you haven’t got.  Most importantly, remember that bees don’t read 

books! 

 

 

Caroline 

 

 

A review of the division’s honey extraction day. 
 

The fun day of extraction took place on Saturday 13th June starting at 09.00 and thanks to the ef-

forts and good humour of those involved we were done in time to get back to Dounhurst to join the 

meeting just as they were off to the bees.   

 

We had a mixed bag of supers, some were sealed and the OSR had crystallised in the comb and 

would not come out without a fight.  Some was runny and flowed well.  The crystallisation meant 

that the honey had to be course filtered only as the crystals blocked the fine filter.  This will be ok 

when warmed and fine filtered before putting in jars.   

 

I am not going to name those who helped but a Big THANKS to ALL who were involved, includ-

ing on Friday afternoon (clearer boards on) and Saturday evening (supers back on).  

 

I look forward to seeing you and some new faces at the summer extraction. 

 

 

Martin 

 

Monday 31st August 2015 

 

August Bank Holiday Monday is the day of the Wisborough Green Honey Show.  If you have jars 

of extracted honey please save some of them to enter into the show.  But the Honey Show is not 

just about honey.  There are classes for all the family, beekeepers and non-beekeepers, so join the 

fun and submit some entries.   A draft schedule for the 2015 show is provided on the next page.  

A finalised schedule, full Rules and hints & tips will be in next month’s newsletter. 
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HONEY SHOW 

MONDAY 31st AUGUST 2015 

WISBOROUGH GREEN DIVISION 

of the WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

In conjunction with the Wisborough Green Horticultural Society  
Show Marquee Open 2 – 5 pm 

CLASSES 
1. 2 x 1lb. jars light honey. 

2. 2 x 1lb. jars medium honey. 

3. 2 x 1lb. jars dark honey. 

4. 2 x 1lb. jars naturally crystallised honey. 

5. 2 x 1lb. jars soft set (creamed) honey. 

6. Novice Class: 2 x 1lb. jars identical liquid, naturally crystallised, or soft set honey.  *See Rules 
7. 3 x 1lb. jars identical liquid, naturally crystallised, or soft set honey labelled as offered for sale. In BS 

 squat jars. Exhibit to be judged for quality and presentation.  The use of tamper proof seals is op
 tional. 

8. 1 x 1lb. jar liquid honey any colour for comment by the judge. 

9. ‘Covered jar’ class. 1 x 1lb. jar of liquid honey to be judged on taste. 

10. 1 comb suitable for extraction. 

11. 2 containers of cut comb, each of gross weight 6-9 ozs (170-250g). 

12. 1 cake of beeswax produced from a plain mould, weight 7-9 ozs (195-250g). 

13. One decorative beeswax exhibit produced from a mould. 
14. 1 bottle of dry mead. 

15. 1 bottle of sweet mead. 

16. Biscuits.  New recipe will be supplied this year. 

17. 1 honey cake.  Made to the recipe supplied.  Recipe to be confirmed. 

18. Cup cakes.  Recipe details and rules to be confirmed. 

19. 6 sweets made using honey.  Recipe to be presented with the exhibit (on card or paper no larger 

 than ‘A5’ size). 

20. An exhibit, which can include a piece of artwork, demonstrating the use, or creative use of beeswax. 
 (Colouring and wire support is allowed). 

21. A flower arrangement in a BS squat honey jar as a vase.  Using flowers suitable for honey bee foage. 

22. Photography: A photograph on any beekeeping related topic. This can be colour or black & white;   
 mounted or un-mounted but no larger than A4 size. 

23. Children’s class (aged 12 and under on day of show): A piece of artwork on a bee-related subject – 

 painting, drawing, collage etc. This can be a 2 or 3 dimensional piece. 

 

Additional Wax Product classes, new for this year, to be confirmed.  Class titles subject to change: 

 Soap 

 Polish 

 Lip balm or Hand balm. 

 

Draft schedule.  Class numbers subject to change. 

DRAFT 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

All available at apiary meetings (subject to stock), when ordered in advance. 
 
How to order 
As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on 

stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you 

must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be 

until the end of the meeting, or not until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2015 for cur-

rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers, but despite 

some increases we are holding all items below at the same price they have been for at least 5 years. 

A bargain! 

 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers   SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Foundation for the above: 

Wired Brood   80p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  50p  please specify worker cell or drone cell.   

Un-wired Shallow (for cut comb)  40p 

 

Frame nails - small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Spacers to suit National hives: 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair  

Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries: 

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made   £8.50    

Hive strap, orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

 

Varroa Treatments: 

Available for August treatment, we will have standard treatments; prices to be announced 

 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the August edition no later than the 25th July.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com

